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globe, where no such favorable conditions for navigation exist.
Our force of men worked hard all summer, but were unable to finish the balloon house and the other buildings in time to make it possible to inflate the airship and get it ready for a royage. The Engineer Liwenthaal had undertaken to complete the balloon house within three weeks after reaching our base. It was all he i-ould do to finish it in nine weeks. My experience with engineers and constructors in charge :>f the details of operations has invariably been chat they may be exceedingly skillful so far as technique is concerned, but few of them can form iiny adequate idea either of the time required for an operation or the cost thereof.
This balloon house was no small job. It had to be built of arches fashioned on the spot, bent a,nd bolted together on bending frames. As Past as the arches were finished they were raised by means of a huge pyramid or derrick manned by a score of men. When the arches were all up they were moved to their proper places and bridges or spans thrown across to bind them together. The whole was covered with nearly an acre of strong canvas prepared in Norway for the purpose. The structure was 210 feet long, 85 feet wide and 85 feet high. The floor was completely covered with boards. It would not